
Take Flight 
Curriculum 



 

Our school vision  

is simple 

 

A GREAT  

EDUCATION FOR  

ALL 



Our core values 

Generosity  

Resilience 

Empathy 

Achievement  

Teamwork 



Introducing the Take Flight Curriculum: Embarking on a Journey of 

Boundless Learning 

 

At Slimbridge Primary School, we believe that education is a transformative voyage, and 

every child has the potential to soar to great heights.  

 

We are thrilled to present our bespoke ‘Take Flight Curriculum’, designed to ignite a 

passion for learning, foster intellectual curiosity, and propel our students towards a future 

of limitless possibilities. 

 

The Take Flight Curriculum is not just a set of subjects and guidelines; it is an innovative 

approach to education that embraces the concept of ‘a spiral curriculum of challenge.’ 

Built upon the foundations of creativity, critical thinking, and holistic development, this 

curriculum empowers our students to embark on a learning journey that continually 

expands their knowledge, skills, and abilities. 

The term "spiral curriculum" refers to a dynamic and cyclical learning process, where 

concepts are revisited and explored in greater depth as students progress through each 

grade level. By revisiting and building upon previously covered topics, the ‘Take Flight 

Curriculum’ ensures a strong and comprehensive understanding of essential knowledge, 

while simultaneously encouraging the exploration of advanced concepts. This spiral 

approach fosters a deep appreciation for the interconnectedness of different subjects 

and cultivates a lifelong love for learning. 

Central to our curriculum is the element of challenge. We firmly believe that growth 

occurs when children are encouraged to step out of their comfort zones and tackle new 

and exciting difficulties. By incorporating progressively challenging tasks and projects, 

our curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to develop resilience, perseverance, and 

problem-solving skills. As they overcome obstacles and push the boundaries of their 

capabilities, our children gain confidence and a sense of achievement that propels 

them even further. 

Slimbridge Primary School | St John’s Road, Slimbridge, GL2 7DD | 01453 890216 |www.slimbridgeprimaryschool.org.uk 
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Overviews 
 

Writing  

Progression 
 



Writing 

We believe that confident writers possess a range of essential skills to express their ideas 

effectively. From spelling and handwriting to composition and imagination, we aim to 

develop these fundamental characteristics that make our students successful writers. 

Our curriculum focuses on nurturing fluent writers who can engage audiences with their 

detailed and captivating writing across various subjects. We encourage our students to 

unleash their vivid imagination, captivating readers and igniting their love for written 

expression. With a highly developed vocabulary and excellent knowledge of writing 

techniques, our students master the art of expanding details and creating vibrant 

descriptions. 

At Slimbridge, we emphasise the importance of organised and structured writing, 

incorporating a variety of sentence structures to enhance clarity and impact. Our 

students hone their transcription skills, ensuring their writing is neatly presented, 

accurately punctuated, and free of spelling errors. We foster a genuine love for writing 

and cultivate an appreciation for its educational, cultural, and entertainment values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To foster these skills, we offer a diverse range of writing opportunities throughout the 

curriculum. We follow the renowned ‘Talk for Writing’ programme developed by Pie 

Corbett, which allows our students to learn texts orally, internalising the language 

patterns of stories and non-fiction texts. They then progress to shared and independent 

writing, applying their skills with confidence. Additionally, our older students have the 

privilege of studying high-quality models of writing, analysing and exploring them to serve 

as inspiration for their own written works. Our students engage in various forms of writing, 

including stories, poetry, reports, and newspaper articles, developing versatility and 

creativity. 

We also understand the significance of phonics and spelling in developing writing skills. 

Our dedicated phonics/spelling sessions contribute to our students’ writing proficiency, 

and we provide specific handwriting sessions to ensure they develop strong fine motor 

skills and master the art of legible, joined-up writing as they progress through the school. 

At Slimbridge Primary School, we are dedicated to fostering confident writers who can 

effectively communicate their ideas and experiences. By providing a rich and stimulating 

writing curriculum, we empower our students to become lifelong learners and skilled 
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Phonics 

Phonics/Spelling 

At Slimbridge we use Animaphonics, a DfE-approved, synthetic phonics and spelling 

programme which is designed to enable all children to develop effective reading and 

writing skills. 

During their time at Little Otters, our youngest children are introduced to Phase 1 of our 

phonics program, aligning with the Department for Education’s (DfE) guidance on early 

phonics teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

The DfE emphasises the importance of developing phonological 

awareness in early years education, stating that “high-quality phonic work should be 

taught discretely, with opportunities provided for children to apply their phonic 

knowledge in reading and writing activities across the curriculum.” Through engaging 

activities and resources, we lay the foundation for phonics development, nurturing 

children’s ability to recognise and manipulate sounds in spoken language. 

As our children start Reception, they begin Phase 2 of our phonics program, following the 

recommended approach outlined by the DfE. The interactive AnimaPhonics materials 

used in our teaching have been carefully selected to provide a multi-sensory and 

engaging learning experience. The DfE’s guidance highlights the importance of using 

high-quality phonics resources, stating that they should “engage and challenge pupils, 

while embedding opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge and skills.” By immersing 

our students in AnimaPhonics, we ensure they develop a solid understanding of letter-

sound correspondences and are well-equipped to decode and blend words. 

Throughout Key Stage 1, our students progress through a systematic synthetic phonics 

program, in line with the DfE’s recommended approach. The DfE emphasises the 

effectiveness of synthetic phonics in teaching children to read and write, stating that “a 

synthetic approach focuses on teaching the common sounds represented by letter or 

letter groups and how to blend them together to read or write new words.” Our carefully 

sequenced program enables our students to build their phonics knowledge and skills 

progressively, equipping them to read and write a wide range of words and phonemes. 

We recognise that some children may require additional support in phonics and spelling. 

In line with the DfE’s guidance on intervention programs, our Teacher Assistants and 

SENCo provide targeted one-to-one or small group interventions to address individual 

needs, helping our students make progress and thrive in their phonics and spelling 

development. 
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Reading 

Research shows that children who ‘read for pleasure’ experience higher levels of well-

being, engage in learning and are more successful in life. Therefore, our aim at 

Slimbridge is to give our children access to a wide range of reading materials which 

enthuse, challenge and ignite their imagination. 

Starting from the Early Years, our children follow the synthetic phonics programme: 

Animaphonics. We use ‘Big Cat’ phonics books as our reading scheme and these are 

matched to the children’s knowledge. 

We are lucky to have a fiction and non-fiction library, which has an wide variety of 

reading books for different ages, interests and abilities. We encourage children to visit the 

library regularly to look at books, talk about books and explore genres. Each class has 

their own classroom library too – our aim is to make reading central to all that we do and 

help our children develop a love of reading that lasts a lifetime. 

Reading is taught in a variety of ways at Slimbridge – but predominantly through the 

‘whole class reading’ approach whereby texts are explored together and discussion is 

centred around the key elements of comprehension: vocabulary, inference, prediction, 

explanation, retrieval, sequencing and summarising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we choose which books we use? 

We want children to feel immersed in their learning, so carefully choose texts which fit 

well with our curriculum topics. Children’s written work is often inspired by the books we 

study in our English lessons. 

Our Curriculum 

Our reading curriculum is always evolving as we continue to explore new authors and 

books, adapting these to the needs of our children. Our reading curriculum is specific to 

our school; it outlines books we use within each class and covers a variety of genres and 

cultures. 
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Maths 



Maths at Slimbridge 

We believe that mathematics is not only a key form of communication but also an 

essential part of everyday life. The skills learned in maths are critical to understanding the 

wider world, as well as learning in science, technology, finance, and other disciplines. 

At Slimbridge Primary School, we follow the programmes of study laid out in the National 

Curriculum for mathematics. Each year, our students engage with defined areas of study, 

including number and place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, 

fractions, measurement, shape, and position and direction. As students progress through 

the school, additional areas such as statistics in Year 2, ratio and proportions in Year 6, 

and algebra in Year 6 are introduced. Our carefully developed curriculum ensures that 

skills are built upon and progress as children move through each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programmes of study are organised into distinct domains, but we encourage our 

students to make connections across mathematical ideas through problem-solving and 

real-life maths opportunities. We believe that mathematics is best learned through 

application, and therefore, all our lessons provide time for students to use and apply their 

mathematical skills in practical contexts. 

At Slimbridge Primary School, we prioritise the development of mathematical reasoning 

alongside mathematical skills. Mathematical reasoning involves critical thinking, logical 

analysis, and problem-solving. We encourage our students to think deeply about 

mathematical concepts, make connections, and justify their solutions using logical 

arguments. 

We plan our mathematics lessons using the ‘Can Do’ maths approach, which promotes 

mathematical reasoning and problem-solving, while ensuring that the plans are adapted 

to meet the needs of all children. 

 

The following pages are an example of one of our units from ‘Can Do Maths.’  
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Science 

The aims and objectives of the National Curriculum for Science ensure that children get a 

broad and balanced coverage of all scientific disciplines throughout the primary years. 

Children are encouraged to carry out scientific enquiries, make observations, explore 

and ask questions about the world and to develop an understanding of the present and 

future implications of science. 

We have designed our curriculum to ensure that each year group has a balanced 

coverage of all science objectives and disciplines from the explorative stage in the Early 

Years, to the end of KS2. 

Science is assessed by making informal judgements and observations during lessons and 

through questioning and discussion. Formative assessment is on-going throughout the 

year and teachers assess whether children are working at, above or below age related 

expectations. At UKS2, work is assessed using national exemplification documents to 

ensure consistency with national standards. There are currently no formal assessments for 

Science. 

 

EYFS 

Science is taught integrally as part of ‘Understanding of the World’ in the EYFS curriculum. 

All learning is underpinned by the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ which is enabled 

through a learning environment that promotes inquisitiveness about the world through 

play and discussion, observation, engaging in new experiences, asking questions, making 

predictions, testing ideas and noticing patterns. 
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PSHE Intent Statement 

 Twinkl Life scheme of work aims to equip children with essential skills for life; it intends to develop the whole 
child through carefully planned and resourced lessons that develop the knowledge, skills and attributes children 
need to protect and enhance their wellbeing. Children will learn how to stay safe and healthy, build and maintain 
successful relationships and become active citizens, responsibly participating in society around them. We want to 
ensure that they have the necessary knowledge about drugs, alcohol, healthy diet, sleep and other areas to help 
them begin to make healthy life choices now and in the future. 
The children are encouraged to explore and communicate their ideas confidently helping them to develop their 
own voice and express their own individuality whilst also raising their self-esteem as valued members of their 
community. 
We want to inspire our children to be enterprising and to support them in making effective transitions, positive 
learning and career choices and in managing their finances effectively. It gives children and young people the skills 
to reflect on and analyse their own values and equips them to face difficult and sometimes conflicting attitudes 
they may face in the future. 

PSHE Implementation Statement 

  
The Twinkl Life scheme of work fulfils the requirements of 2020 Statutory Relationships and Health Education, 
setting these learning intentions in the context of a broad and balanced PSHE curriculum. The scheme is designed 
to be taught in thematic units each with supporting materials including a planning overview, assessment state-
ments and display materials. The themes are revisited in each year group to recall and build upon previous learn-
ing, exploring the underlying principles of PSHE education regularly at a depth that is appropriate for the age and 
stage of the child. Lessons also signpost keywords, building a rich vocabulary to develop understanding. 
The three main units of Twinkl are: Health and wellbeing → Growing up, It’s my body, Safety first, Think positive 
Living in the wider world → Aiming high, Diverse Britain, Money Matters, One world 
Relationships → Be yourself, digital wellbeing, Together Everyone Achieves More (TEAM), Very Important People 
(VIP) 
Units are designed to be delivered in a creative manner, using many approaches such as role play, discussion and 
games. Each lesson begins with a discussion of the children’s existing knowledge and experience, providing an 
opportunity for baseline assessment. Each lesson ends with an opportunity to consolidate and reflect on learning. 
We follow our RSHE policy which has been developed in accordance with national and county guidance. There has 
been pupil and parental involvement in the development of this curriculum. Age appropriate lessons are delivered 
from Reception up to Year Six and links are made to the Science, PE and DT curriculum where appropriate. 
Science curriculum where appropriate. At Slimbridge we use Twinkl scheme of work as a basis for our RSE teach-
ing. We have adapted some of this planning after staff discussion, parental survey and a parent workshop. Teach-
ing staff have copies of planning in folders. The UPKS2 RSE lessons are within the Twinkl units: 
Health and wellbeing → Growing up, It’s my body 
Relationships → Be yourself, digital wellbeing, Together Everyone Achieves More (TEAM), Very Important People  

PSHE Impact Statement 

  
• Our children have the necessary knowledge about drugs, alcohol, healthy diet, sleep and other areas to help 
them begin to make 
healthy life choices now and in the future. 
• Children understand and prioritise their own wellbeing needs, practice self-care and contribute positively to the 
wellbeing of 
those around them. 
• Children have the skills, knowledge and understanding to develop healthy, fulfilling relationships now and in the 
future 
• They have the skills and knowledge to become successful citizens in the future and to contribute fully to their 
communities, confidently communicating their ideas and options. 
• They understand the importance of respecting individuals regardless of whether their culture, opinions and life 
choices are the same as theirs or not. 
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